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Information on school absence for parents of children at Richardson Dees
Dear parents and carers,
Please read on for a reminder of our absence procedures and expectations.

Rules of absence — by law in the UK, all children must attend school every day during term dates from the age of 5.
You can only allow your child to miss school if either:

e they'retooill togoin

e you have advance permission from the school

Reporting an absence

e If your child cannot come to school, phone, text or email and let the school know before 9:00am on the first
day of absence.

e [f your child is absent and we have not heard from you by 9:30am, the school will text, phone you and then
record the absence of your child. Where we do not hear from you, we will carry out a home visit.

e If you have a medical/dental appointment for your child during school time, please let the school know in
advance and provide a copy of their dental / medical letter so that school can mark the absence as an
authorised absence.

e Children can only be taken out of school for exceptional reasons. A holiday is generally not considered an
exceptional circumstance. Please discuss any removal of your child as early as you can with the school.

e If your child does not have permission to be taken out of school, the school and the Council (local authority) are
obliged by law to issue government fines, further fines and ultimately, prosecution. To understand how they
work and avoid fines and prosecution, please talk to us so that we can work with you to help avoid this.

Advice on avoiding penalties for your child missing school. Speak to us if you:

e cannot get your child to school on time, every school day

e have more than one child at school, one is ill and you cannot get the other child to school

e are unable to organise medical / dental appointments outside of school hours and term dates

e need to book a holiday during term time and do not understand how the fines and penalties for absence work
e your child is unhappy at school and you want to explore options for help and support

Kind Regards,

Mr W Myers,
Headteacher

= . g h B
ip eration n t We've embraced §°§ Sunc,(‘o Q‘Q\.\ng QQ’&; ” r
R & ) £ % Proudtobea
ncompass , th ° ! § Healthy SchoolsNorthExst @ @& Ofsted
North lTynESIde .‘lve? @ 5 Schools Partner School Good
Learning Trust = 2, §F [ Provider

& .
in our Setting *”‘ng ma"“\ North Tyneside &

quALITY MARK] ]



http://www.richardson-dees.eschools.co.uk/
mailto:richardsondees.primary@northtyneside.gov.uk

