
 
 

Design & Technology Vocabulary Ladder 
 

EEYFS In EYFS, we expect children to understand and use the following words or their associated meanings: 
Tools; objects; construct; materials; safe; build; balance; stack; vertical; horizontal; purpose; assemble; 
instruction; create; process; explain; persevere. 
 
 

 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Mechanisms 

Summer  
Structures 

Year 1 Ingredients  
Healthy 
Recipe 
Flavour  
Evaluate  

 
 

Wheel  
Axel 

Dowel 
Chassis 

Mechanism 
 

Evaluate  
Design 

Assemble 
Structure 
Structure 

Model 

 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Mechanisms 

Summer  
Structures 

Year 2 Ingredients  
Healthy 

Balanced Diet 
Food Groups 

Nutrients  
 

Axel 
Mechanism 

Design Criteria 
Evaluate 

Brief  
 

Design Criteria 
Assemble 
Structure 
Evaluate 
Stability 

 
 
 
 



 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Mechanisms 

Summer  
Structures 

Year 3 Ingredients 
Recipe 
Climate 

Imported 
Seasonal  

Mechanism  
Brief 

Pneumatics 
Adaptations 
Assemble  

 

Stability  
Design Criteria 

Evaluate 
Prototype  

Facade  

 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Systems  

Summer  
Structures 

Year 4 Evaluate  
Prototype 

Design Criteria  
Budget 

Aesthetics  

Assemble 
Evaluate 
Circuit 

Conductor 
Insulator  

Structure 
Assemble  
Aesthetics  
Pavillion 
Cladding  

 

 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Systems  

Summer  
Structures 

  Year 5 Evaluate 
Seasonal 
Imported 

Cross-Contamination 
Reared 

Circuit 
Design Criteria 

Stability  
Function 

Product Analysis 
 

Function 
Stability 

Aesthetics 
Trusses 

Reinforce  

 Autumn  
Food Technology 

Spring  
Systems 

Summer  
Structures 

Year 6 Evaluate 
Cross Contamination 

Processed Food 
Source 

Bacteria  

Prototype 
Function 

Product Analysis 
Form 

Component  
  

Reinforce 
Design Criteria 

Prototype 
Footprint 
Properties  

 


