
 

 

 

Overview of Key Words & Phrases 
in Nursery 

Autumn  Spring Summer 
Communication 

& Language 
 

Core: me do, I do, you do, mine, look, stop, go, 

more, again 

Concepts: big, small, up, down, round 

Social: my turn, your turn 

Story words: character names from core books. 

Words from simple nursery rhymes 

 

Core: why, next, first, because, the end, 

Concepts: on, under, behind 

Story words: problem, fix, help 

 

 

Core: yesterday, today, tomorrow then, now, he is 

doing, they are doing ……is happening 

Concepts: longer, shorter, heavier 

Story words: beginning, middle, end 

Personal, Social 

& Emotional 

Development 

Happy, sad, tired, hungry, scared, cross, hurt, 
warm, cold, coat, tidy up, toilet, wash hands, 
wait, finish 
 

Your turn, my turn, next, I did it, stay close, safe, 
careful take turns, share, be kind, worried, surprised, 
excited, listen, I need, choose, quiet, noisy 
 

Hello, goodbye, put that there, take that, we do, 
we can, we are, annoyed, anxious, brave, nervous, 
solve, line up, rules, unsafe, safe, healthy choices, 
problem, solution 
 

Physical 
Development 

Push, pull, roll, jump, climb, stop, go Hop, pedal, balance, twist, squeeze, pinch Aim, collect, weave, cut, join, steady, control 

Understanding 
The World 

Wet, dry 
Soft, hard 
Smooth, rough 
Hot, cold 
Dark, light 
Big, small 
Leaf, rain, wind 
 

Strong, bendy 
Float, sink 
Melt, freeze 
Grow, change 
Bud, root, stem 
Gentle, careful 
Lollipop person, firefighter 
 

Predict, next, before, after 
Warm, sunny, shade 
Insect, minibeast, chrysalis 
Life cycle, seed, leaf, flower 
Sticky, melting, drying 
Safe, protect, hydrate 
 

Expressive Arts 
& Design 

Soft, hard, sticky, smooth, rough, bright, dark 
 

Roll, press, join, cut, pattern, texture 
 

Fold, attach, decorate, combine, design, adapt 
 


